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Litigation Associate 
Marina 
I am an associate in the litigation and arbitration team and have been working as a lawyer 
for about 6 years.  In our team, we help clients resolve their conflicts.  For the most part, we 
try to keep them out of court.  If that is not possible, we do our very best to make sure they 
win.   

I really enjoy the varied nature of my work. It can be anything from researching the law and 
reading cases, to drafting statements of case, letters, or memos, for example to explain a 
complex legal point or whether or not a client has a good case.   

The work is collaborative and I am in constant contact with my colleagues (whether in 
London, New York, Moscow, Abu Dhabi, or Paris), local lawyers in other jurisdictions and of 
course our clients, who for the most part are big international companies.   

The best part of my job is when a judge or an arbitral tribunal agrees with our arguments 
about why our client is right and the other party is wrong.  It can take weeks and months to 
construct a good argument. It always involves researching and reading relevant law, 
reviewing documents and considering all of the facts (good and bad) of the particular 
dispute. If the issues are technical and complex, it involves liaising with experts to determine 
the correct position.   

Sometimes this process means I have to become an expert myself, often in quite random 
fields. I remember having to research whether eating fish can cause you to fail a drugs test.  
It turns out it is not entirely out of the question (although you would have to eat a lot of 
contaminated fish for it to show on any test).   

The skill that I use most, and which I continue to develop constantly, is the ability to 
condense large amounts of complex information into a simple, clear and structured 
narrative. It is a little bit like writing a story about what happened, why there is a dispute, 
what your client’s position is and why this position should be preferred. Being able to read 
and process a lot of information and to write clearly and concisely is key.   

For any aspiring litigators, reading books (any books really) and being able to pick out the 
key points and concisely summarise them to others is a good start.   
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