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1    White Rock Theatre
2    Hastings Library
3    Hastings Lifeguards
4    Play hut

Top tips for families
Walk and talk. Chat with your child about what you see on the trail. Ask open-
ended questions so that the answer is not just a yes or a no.

Introduce new words into the conversation. When you use a new word, explain 
what it means. If your child is interested, encourage them to do some research 
about the word when they get home.

Talk about the day on your way home. Ask your child which part of the trail they 
enjoyed the most and what their favourite new word is.

This trail is inspired by The Lost Words: A Spell Book, 
words by Robert Macfarlane and illustrations by 
Jackie Morris. 

It is brought to you by Get Hastings Reading, a 
campaign from the National Literacy Trust and the 
Hastings Opportunity Area.

Find out more at gethastingsreading.org.uk.

“Once upon a time, words began to vanish 
from the language of children…” 

Take a walk through Hastings to help us find 
them so they aren’t lost forever!

Use the map above to walk the trail and find the lost word at each stop. When you 
find one, capture it by writing it down on the reverse. See if you can answer the 
questions as you go! The trail takes about 30 minutes from start to finish.

Finished the trail? Unscramble the hidden word using the letters in the boxes 
for a chance to win a copy of The Lost Words: A Spell Book by Robert Macfarlane 
and Jackie Morris, or family tickets to a show at the White Rock Theatre.

Hidden word: 

Parent/carer’s name:                                               Age of child(ren): 

Email address:                                                           Phone number: 
Hand your map in at Hastings Library or email your details and the hidden word to gethastingsreading@literacytrust.org.uk 
to enter. Competition closes 30.08.19 and winners will be drawn at random by 30.10.19. White Rock Theatre family tickets 
prize includes tickets for two adults and two children. T&Cs apply.

5    Hastings Lifeboat Station
6    East Hill lift lower station
7    Hastings Fishermen’s Museum
8    Shipwreck Museum



4. Play hut
Lost word:

"One for sorrow, two for joy …" 
Can you complete the rhyme 
about this bird?

2. Hastings Library 
Lost word:

Can you list three other things 
found in nature that are this 
colour?
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3. Hastings Lifeguards
Lost word:

This lost word has its own prickly 
jacket – can you think of any other 
prickly animals and plants?

5. Hastings Lifeboat Station
Lost word:

This bird has long legs — can 
you think of any other birds 
that have long legs?

7. Hastings Fishermen’s Museum
Lost word:

Can you think of three describing 
words for this animal?

6. East Hill lift lower station
Lost word:

Can you think of another plant 
that has an animal in its name?

8. Shipwreck Museum
Lost word:

What tree does this grow on?
Do you know any animals that 
eat these?

1. White Rock Theatre
Lost word:

Can you list three 
words that rhyme 
with this animal?

Unscramble the letters in the boxes to create a new seven-letter word and you could win a prize! Hint - it relates to books!
Share your photos with 

us on social media 
#GetHastingsReading


